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This Newsletter is being disseminated following an exceptionally busy and engaging period
at The Institute. We hosted several significant events in keeping with our ongoing mission
to strengthen relations between Africa and its diasporas, as well as to encourage
conversations about our shared connections, history, cultural heritage and identity.

Special highlights include a Panel Discussion entitled “Africa, Cuba and the Caribbean:
Celebrating More than a Century of Collaboration” and the lecture on Ubuntu Philosophy
by Dr Rotini Omosulu of the Department of Language, Linguistics and Philosophy. The
lecture led us into the heart of Yoruba culture and underlined Ubuntu beliefs and practices
that are essential for harmonious and co-operative living. As part of our INAFRICARA
Reasoning/Conversation Series, we welcomed the inimitable Poet Laureate, Lorna
Goodison, with great enthusiasm and enjoyed an inspiring conversation with her about
Caribbean life, writing and being a strong, powerful, creative daughter of the diaspora.
This interview is available on The Institute’s Youtube channel (Patterson Institute for
Africa-Caribbean Advocacy) and on UWITV on Flow.

The Institute continues to enjoy increased visibility within The UWI, the wider Caribbean
community and the wider world. An initiative to collaborate with different Faculties and
Departments has increased our presence among faculty and students. Our commitment is
to continue these collaborations, as well as to expand the input and collaboration of our
Distinguished Scholars, Writers and Associates, who all possess a wealth of experiences,
expertise, and knowledge from which we can learn. We envision a bright future of
promoting and advocating for African-centred values, cultural heritage, and worldviews.

At the same time, we continued our indispensable research project, which focuses on the
production of a book that addresses the need to decolonise education in Africa and the
Caribbean, by dismantling the stronghold of colonial paradigms and integrating African
cultural elements into curricula.

Professor Paulette A. Ramsay
Research Fellow and COO
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October 8 --11, 2025

The Institute participated in the
second Africa in Transition
Conference from October 8-11, 2025
at the University of Ghana.
Professor Paulette A. Ramsay
represented INAFRICARA and
presented on “Africa in Transition:
Fostering a Future of Innovation
and Prosperity Driven by the Spirit
of Global Africa.” The Conference
featured many participants from
The UWI community and diaspora.
(The nature of her presentation is

summarised below.)

December 18, 2025

The Institute hosted an online lecture
in association with The Department
of Language, Linguistics and
Philosophy, UWI, Mona Campus,
which was delivered by Dr. Rotimi
Omosulu. He presented on “What can
African Philosophy do for the
Caribbean? An inquiry into Ubuntu
and Omoluabi ethics. The lecture is
posted on The Institute’s Youtube

channel for reference at any time.

October 15, 2025

The Institute hosted a scholarship
presentation for the two UWI, Mona Campus
students who were selected as beneficiaries of
The PJ Patterson Scholarship in honour of
The Statesman-in-Residence’s 90™ birth
anniversary. The two students are Mr. Rojae
Henry of the Faculty of Humanities and
Education, majoring in Music and Performing
Studies and Mr. Daniel Wizzard of The
Faculty of Social Sciences, majoring in

Political Science.

December 2025

Professor Lorna Goodison, former Poet
Laureate of Jamaica, Distinguished Author
at INAFRICARA and world renown
literary giant made an official visit to The
Institute. She met with our eminent
Statesman-in-Residence, The Most
Honourable P] Patterson and participated
in a recording of Africa Caribbean
Conversation Series with Professor
Paulette A. Ramsay, which can be viewed
on our Youtube channel. For pictures and
more information kindly visit our website

at www.inafricara.com.




February 2026

On 4 February 2026, Sierra Leone’s Minister of Tourism and Cultural Affairs,
Nabeela Tunis, visited INAFRICARA with Professor Rosalea Hamilton, Sierra
Leone’s Honorary Consul to Jamaica and a Distinguished Scholar of
INAFRICARA. The visit served two purposes: firstly, a meeting at the Office of
the Statesman-in-Residence, The Most Honourable P. ]. Patterson; and
secondly, discussions on avenues for greater collaboration and cooperation,

particularly in the areas of cultural expression and tourism.

January 28, 2026

Panel Discussion on “Africa, Cuba and the Caribbean: Celebrating more than a Century of
Co-operation and Collaboration”- This activity was done in collaboration with The
Embassy of Cuba and The Department of Modern Languages and Literature, UWI,
Mona Campus in recognition of 100 years of regional and international
cooperation between the regions. The panel featured former Deputy Principal of
The UWI, Mona Campus, Mr. Joseph Pereira, Dr Karl Watts of the Department of
History and Mr. Osvaldo Cardenas, Cuban national, former Lecturer, University of

Havana.

Fehruary 25-28, 2026

Through the magnanimous sponsorship of The Africa Export Import Bank (AFREXIM)
INAFRICARA partnered with the Jamaica Book Festival organisation, who initiated the
event, to execute the inaugural Africa Caribbean Book Exchange for almost one week. The
festival brought together writers, publishers, scholars, readers, students and literature
aficionados for a celebration of Africa and Caribbean works. The festival took place at The
UWI, Mona Campus, except for an outreach at Green Island High in Hanover on the 26™
This event is further expounded on in this newsletter and further readings and pictures

are available on our website at www.inafricara.com.
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In celebration of more than a century of
cooperation between Cuba, the Caribbean
and continental Africa, The Institute in
partnership with the Cuban Embassy and The
Department of Modern Languages and
Literatures presented a panel discusssion
that took place at The Neville Hall Lecture
Theatre, Faculty of Humanities and
Education (FHE) on the 28th of January.

The topic that was discussed, “Africa, Cuba
and the Caribbean: Celebrating More than a
Century of Co-operation Collaboration” had
Mr Osvaldo Cardenas, a Cuban national
residing in Jamaica and former lecturer at
Havana University who worked closely with
the Cuban Government for decades, Mr.
Joseph Pereira, former Deputy Principal, UWI
Mona Campus, who developed programmes
and courses that focused on Cuba and Latin
America, as a former Lecturer and Dean
(FHE), and Dr. Karl Watts, Lecturer in the
Department of History and Archaeology.

In attendance were members of the Latin and
Central American diplomatic corps, including
the new Cuban Ambassador to Jamaica, H.E.
Tania Lopez Larroque and many Cuban
nationals residing in Jamaica. The
proceedings were chaired by Professor
Paulette A. Ramsay, Latin American scholar
who directed the course of the discussions for
close to two hours. Discussants primarily
looked at the plethora of social, particularly
educational and medical programmes that
were developed out of the decades of
cooperation and strengthening relations
among Cuba, the wider Caribbean and
continental Africa.

The PJ Patterson Institute for
Africa-Caribbean Advocacy

The University of The West indies

(INAFRICARA)

The Embassy of Cuba
in collaboration with
The PJ Patterson Institute for Africa Caribbean Advocacy,
and
The Department of Modern Languages and Literatures, The UWI,
Present

A PANEL DISCUSSION ON

Celebrating more than a Century of Co-operation and Collaboration.”

© ®
28th January Neville Hall Lecture 5:30 PM
2026 Theatre,
Humanities & Education
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Dr Karl Watts

Lecturer in the Department of
History and Archasology

Mr Joseph Pereira
Former Deputy Principal
The UWI Mona

Mr Osvaldo Cardenas
Cuban National living
in Jamaica

Faculty of Humanities and
Education, The UWI Mona

The entire proceedings were characterised of
nostalgia as discussants and the audience
looked back at the significant active role
Cuba played in advancing co-operation in
countries like Jamaica in the Caribbean,
Angola, Mozambique and other African
states. Cuban support was seen as very
integral to the independence movements,
particularly in African countries seeking to
relinquish colonial shackles at the time. The
celebrated Cuban revolutionary Fidel Castro
was seen as the central political figure in the
active years of forging cooperation and unity
among countries and regions that have been
exploited and oppressed by colonial Europe,
whilst in a global environment hostile to
Cuban politics. 6
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Members of the panel- from L-R: Professor
Paulette A. Ramsay, Moderator and assistant
Mr. Mickel Hylton, Mr. Osvaldo Cardenas and
Dr. Karl Watts. Mr Pereira joined virtually.

Pro-Vice Chancellor, UWI, Professor Canute
Thompson; Mr. Darrington Ferguson,
Councillor, Papine Division and Dr. Louis
Moyston, Lecturer, UWI, Mona Campus.

Dr. Jelani Niaah, Senior Lecturer, ICS, FHE,
making a point during the Question and
Answer segment.

Members of the audience with a number of
Cuban nationals.

Members of the diplomatic corps and FHE
academics - From L-R: H.E. Sergey Petrovich;
Russian Ambassador; H.E. Tania Lopez
Larroque, Cuban Ambassador; Dr. Maite
Villoria, HOD, MLL; Professor Paulette A.
Ramsay; H.E. Emiliana Bernard-Stephenson,
Colombian Ambassador; Charge d’ Affaire
Minister Eric Sogocio, Brazil, and H.E. Roberto
Canseco Martinez, Mexican Ambassador.




Writers, scholars, publishers, and readers from across Africa and the Caribbean gathered at
the University of the West Indies’ Mona campus in Kingston, Jamaica, for the Africa
Caribbean Book Festival, held February 25-28, 2026.

An initiative of the Jamaica Book Festival, the event explored the literary and cultural ties
linking the two regions through readings, discussions, and workshops.

The African Export-Import Bank was the major sponsor of the Festival, whose
sponsorship reflects growing recognition of the role culture and creative industries can
play in strengthening Africa Caribbean relations. The event was also organised in
collaboration with The PJ Patterson Institute for Africa Caribbean Advocacy, an institution
dedicated to fostering engagement, cooperation, and shared development between the
regions.

Throughout the Festival, audiences encountered a range of literary perspectives. Author
readings, panel discussions, workshops, and smaller conversations gave writers the
opportunity to discuss their work and the histories and cultural influences that shaped
them.

Beyond the Festival Grounds

The festival’s activities extended beyond the University Campus. As part of its outreach
programme, organisers and participating writers visited Green Island High School in the
parish of Hanover, where they led a literary session organised in partnership with a local
literary group, The Hanover Writers Guild.

The visit brought the excitement of the festival directly to young readers. Students met with
authors, listened to readings, and took part in discussions about storytelling, creativity, and
the value of reading. For more https://www.inafricara.com/2026/03/17/across-the-atlantic-
in-words-the-africa-caribbean-book-festival-celebrates-shared-literary-heritage/




Guest writers and organisers of the Africa
Caribbean Literary Exchange.

Mrs

West-Blackwood,
Jamaica Book Festival and guest, Alexandra
Antwi-Boasiako at the Opening Ceremony.

Latoya Director,
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Students receiving gifts for partcipating in
the activities at Green Island High School,
Hanover.

Professor Paulette A. Ramsay in
the Children's Village on the main
festival day.
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0Iessor L.orna Goodaisa AFRICA

Internationally Acclaimed Poet and Distinguished Author Professor Lorna
Goodison visits The Institute

In December 2025 The PJ Patterson Institute for Africa Caribbean Advocacy
(INAFRICARA) welcomed Professor Lorna Goodison, Jamaica’s former Poet Laureate and
internationally acclaimed poet, essayist and writer to a courtesy visit with The Most
Honourable PJ Patterson, Startesman-in-Residence.

The visit was delightfully received, as Professor Goodison is a Distinguished Author of
The Institute. As one of the Caribbean’s finest literary giants, it was a pleasure and an
honourable moment for The Institute to host Professor Goodison. She presented her
latest literary work, Dante’s Inferno and engaged in conversations about Jamaican and
Caribbean life and efforts to provide relief for those most affected by hurricane Melissa
in western Jamaica.

The Institute has been most fortunate to do a recording of Africa Caribbean
Conversations with Professor Goodison by UWITV. This recording will be published
shortly and will be available on UWITV’s channel and INAFRICARA’s YouTube page for
viewing. Kindly follow our You Tube channel and watch out for this rich and
unmissable conversation between Professor Paulette A Ramsay and Professor Lorna
Goodison.

Professor Lorna Goodison has received several national, regional and international
honours, including The Musgrave Gold Medal (Institute of Jamaica); The Commonwealth
Poetry Prize for the Americas; First Writer-in-Residence, University of the West Indies,
Mona Campus, Jamaica; Poet Laureate of Jamaica, 2017-2020; The Windham-Campbell
Literature Prize for Poetry, Yale University; the British Columbia National Award for
Canadian Non-Fiction for From Harvey River: A Memoir of My Mother and Her People .
She is also the recipient of an Order of Distinction, Commander Class from the
Government of Jamaica in 2013.

Presently, she is Professor Emerita from the University of Michigan, where she was the
Lemuel A. Johnson Professor of English and African and Afro-American Studies.
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Distinguished = Writer  Professor  Lorna
Goodison on a visit to INAFRICARA,
presenting her new book, Dante’s Inferno to
The Most Honourable P] Patterson, Stateman-
in-Residence, and Professor A. Paulette
Ramsay, Research Fellow, INAFRICARA.

The Most Honourable PJ Patterson, Stateman
in-Residence, having both Professor Ramsa
and Professor Goodison listening attentively.

Professor Lorna autographing her book on
presentation to Statesman-in-Residence, The
Most Honourable PJ Patterson.
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Mrs. Nabeela Tunis, Minister of Tourism and
‘ Cultural Affairs, Sierra Leone.

On February 4™ 2026, Sierra Leone’s Minister of Tourism and Cultural Affairs, Nabeela
Tunis visited INAFRICARA with Professor Rosalea Hamilton, Sierra Leone’s Honorary
Consul to Jamaica and a Distinguished Scholar of INAFRICARA.

The visit served two functions, firstly, a visit to the Office of the Statesman-in-Residence,
The Most Honourable P] Patterson and secondly, to discuss avenues for greater
collaboration and corporation, particularly in the areas of cultural expressions and
tourism. It was underscored that the Caribbean, specifically Jamaica has a long shared
direct history with Sierra Leone in relation to the Maroons that must be watered with
intentional efforts aimed at working together.

The Minister, expressed her appreciation for the Jamaican international artistes and
cultural ambassadors who participated in the One Nation Reggae Festival, held in Sierra
Leone, November 2025 that featured Reggae stars Queen Ifreka, Sizzla, Christopher
Martin, among other noted Jamaican personalities. She sees reggae music as a strong
unifying force and an avenue for greater integration between the two regions. The festival
is slated to be an annual event and is a platform for strengthening relations between
Sierra Leone and Jamaica.

Other avenues looked at for collaboration include cultural and knowledge exchanges
between universities, particularly faculties and students, where people to people
exchange can be significantly materialised, and economic trade. The significant problem
that both Sierra Leone and INAFRICARA are committed to addressing is transportation
between the two regions, which has been a major hindrance to collaboration and
corporation between Africa and the Caribbean.
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The Most Honourable PJ Patterson, Stateman-in-Residence,
INAFRICARA, and Sierra Leone’s Minister of Tourism and Cultural
Affairs, Nabeela Tunis exchanging gifts after her recent visit to
INAFRICARA.




“Africa in Transition: Fostering a Future of Innovation and Prosperity Driven by the
Spirit of Global Africa”

Professor Paulette A. Ramsay, Research Fellow at The P]J Patterson Institute for Africa
Caribbean Advocacy (INAFRICA) represented The Institute and presented at the Second
Africa in Transition Conference that took place at The University of Ghana, Accra. She
presented on the topic “Africa in Transition: Fostering a Future of Innovation and Prosperity
Driven by the Spirit of Global Africa,” that highlighted the major political, economic, and
social transformations currently shaping Africa.

Her address emphasised the key developments such as electoral reforms and improved
governance in states such as Ghana that consistently exercise civic participation, gender
inclusiveness and democratic processes. An important part of her address focused on the
strident economic diversification taking place across continental Africa, where technology,
including AI, tourism and other industries are pursued. Nigeria was cited as one country
where technology, agriculture, and renewable energy sectors are being developed.

The African Export-Import Bank is noted as critical driver of economic growth and
innovation with a vision to transform Africa’s economics through access to finance that will
enable African countries to overcome the geopolitical challenged that they are traditionally
faced with. Her presentation also stressed the importance of a just and equitable approach,
as well as the continent’s youthful population as a major catalyst for future innovation and
development.

Central to the discussion is the concept of “Global Africa,” which calls for stronger
collaboration between Africa and its diaspora, including partnerships between the African
Union and CARICOM. This includes a shared commitment to reparative justice and the
creation of a transcontinental framework to advance economic, political, and social
progress.

Overall, her address advocated for unity across Africa and the diaspora to harness these
transitions for sustainable development, global equity, and collective prosperity.




Professor Paulette A. Ramsay participating in
the Second Africa in Transition Conference,
University of Ghana, Accra, Ghana.

Top left- manning a booth with Dr Paulette
Kerr, former, UWI, Mona Campus Librarian.

Top right- with Dr. Kaezia Mills, Lecturer,
Department of Modern Languages and
Literatures, UWI Mona.

Bottom left- with other partcipants in the
conference.




Scholarship Presentation

On October 15, 2025 The PJ Patterson Institute for Africa Caribbean Advocacy
presented two students of The University of the West Indies, Mona Campus with
The PJ Patterson Scholarship in honour of the former prime minister’s 90th (birth
anniversary,) celebrated in April, 2025. Attendees to the scholarship presentation
included Dr Tomlin Paul, Deputy Principal, UWI, Mona Campus; Ms Sandrea
Maynard, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Office of Global Affairs; Dr Lisa Vascianne, Head
of the Department of Government; Dr David Gosse, Head of the Institute of
Caribbean Studies and Mr. Daniel Wizzard, one of the scholarship beneficiaries.

The two students who received the scholarships are Mr. Daniel Wizzard, a final
year student pursuing Political Science in the Faculty of Social Sciences and Mr.
Rojae Henry, a final year student pursuing Music and Performance Studies,
Institute of Caribbean Studies, Faculty of Humanities and Education. Each
student came with high commendations from their respective Head of
Department. The scholarships were presented for demonstrated academic
excellence and financial need.

The scholarships were sponsored by The National Commercial Bank Foundation,
an organization that has a strong history of commitment to supporting education
at all levels in the Jamaican society. Named in honour of Jamaica’s sixth prime
minister, a distinguished alumni of The UWI and Caribbean Statesman who has
demonstrated decades of commitment to the betterment of education and socio-
economic progress of the Caribbean. The Most Honourable P] Patterson is
presently the Statesman-in-Residence at The P] Patterson Institute for Africa
Caribbean Advocacy, UWI.

For more information, please visit our website:
https://www.inafricara.com/2025/11/12/the-pj-patterson-institute-supports-
education-through-the-granting-of-scholarships-to-uwi-students/




INAFRICARA’s Scholarship Presentation-

Top left- Dr. Lisa Vasciannie, HOD,
Department of Government; Mr. Daniel
Wizzard, scholarship recipient; The Most
Honourable PJ Patterson, Stateman-in-
Residence, and Dr. Tomlin Paul, late Deputy
Principal, UWI, Mona.

Top right- Mr. Omar Ryan, chairing
proceedings as others in attendance look on,
including Mrs Lisa Hamilton-Braithwaite,
Office of Global Affairs.

Bottom left- Mr. Daniel Wizzard, scholarship
recipient delivering his thank you message.
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in Collaboration with
Department of Language, Linguistics and Philosophy,
Faculty of Humanities and Education, The UWI, Mona

Topic: “What Can African Philosophy Do for the Caribbean?:
An Inquiry into Ubuntu and Omoluabi Ethics.”

African Philosophy has suffered from undue marginalisation in mainstream philosophy. Even with
the European-induced cultural ties between Africa and the Caribbean, African philosophy has also
been vaguely explored in Caribbean life. This explains why | asked the question: “What can African
philosophy do for the Caribbean?”. This question will be answered through critical analysis of
Ubuntu and Omoluabi Ethics, in my presentation.

Thursday Presenter

18th
DEC.
2025

Start at

Q ZOOM Dr Rotimi Omosulu

Join Zoom Meeting: https://mona-uwi- Lecturer and Coordinator-Philosophy Section
eduzoom.us/j[94760617340? The Department of Language,
pwd=albnbRgaDMywkuyGfnfRsliSSRUAWA.] Linguistics & Philosophy

Meeting ID: 947 6061 7340
Passcode: 290564

At this special online lecture, we were honoured to have Dr
Rotimi Omosulu delivered the lecture that focused on how
traditional African philosophies can become a part of
Caribbean societies for growth and development. Kindly visit
INAFRICARA’s Youtube channel to watch a recording of the
lecture.




Lest We
Forget

SIJ\‘CI'}: Slave Trade, Colonisation.

Emancipation and Reparation

Foreword by P

Edited by Olusegun Obasanjo

In our previous newsletter we feautured this
important 2025 publication, which was
launched in both Nigeria and Barbados that
we thought necessary to re-feature. You can
acquire a copy from kibangabooks.com.

The “Lest We Forget” Slavery, Slave Trade, Colonization, Emancipation and

Reparation. Edited by His Excellency, Olusegun Obasanjo, Former President

of Nigeria, with a Foreword by The Most Honourable P] Patterson, who also

contributed a chapter to the book. The book is anchored in advocacy and

scholarship; it offers a multifaceted and comprehensive study of slavery,

colonialism, and the enduring legacies of these experiences on Global Africa.

It is a literature characterized by scholarship and advocacy, hallmarks of The

Institute. The book can be obtained online at kibangabooks.com.




In our latest series of Africa Caribbean Reasoning Professor Paulette A. Ramsay speaks
with globally recognised, literary giant, Professor Lorna Goodison. You are invited to tune
in as the two professors candidly speak on Caribbean and Jamaican life, literature, writing
and much more. Available now on INAFRICARA’s YouTube channel. You may enjoy eight
previous Conversations already on the channel plus other videos of lectures and other
events.

We invite you to view Africa Caribbean Reasoning on INAFRICARA’s Youtube channel at
https://www.youtube.com/@inafricara/videos.
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JOIN US FOR A

A Conversation with
Professor Lorna Goodison

Professor Paulette Ramsay of the PJ Patterson Institute for Africa Caribbean
Advocacy hosts a conversation with Professor Lorna Goodison, Poet Laureate of
Jamaica and Professor Emerita of English Language and Literature and
Afro-American and African Studies at the University of Michigan, in which she
shares excerpts about her life and work.

COMING SOON TO UWIZ

GLOBAL

WATCHON FLOWEVO>®»
Grenada | 57 Belize (Central) | 102 Curacao, Dominica, Trinidad & Tobago | 105 Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda,
Bahamas, BVI, 5t. Lucia, 5t. Kitts and Mevis, 5t. Vincent and the Grenadines, Turks and Caicos | 100 Cayman Islands |
GLOEBAL 7 Barbados | 120 Jamaica | 137 Belize (Centaur)

a 117 Grenada and Trinidad & Tobago "Fnbvil 521 Panama




INAFRICA would like to recognize Professor Christopher Charles and
Ambassador Curtis Ward, Distinguished Scholar and Associate
respectively of The Institute, who recently passed. Their untimely
deaths brought sadness to The Institute, where we benefitted from their
scholarship and participation.

Professor Charles was a full UWI Professor in The Department of
Government, where his academic interest spanned a number of areas.
He was always available to participate in activities and was
instrumental to the founding of the Africa Caribbean Students Club.
Ambassador Ward, a retired Ambassador always provided feedback on
our newsletter and one who we always look forward to hearing from
and reading his contributions on The Ward Post.

We must also mention the late Deputy Principal of the The UWI, Mona
Campus, Dr Tomlin Paul, a giant in the Caribbean medical field and
celebrated administrator at The UWI.

Professor Christopher Charles = Ambassador Curtis Ward Dr. Tomlin Paul, late
UWI, Mona Deputy
Principal




Thank You

You are invited to visit The Institute’s website at www.inafricara.com to keep
abreast and read in detail about some of the initiatives and participations that were
mentioned above, and other activities and engagements of The Institute. You may
also keep abreast of the work of The Institute via our social media pages on X,
Instagram, Facebook and YouTube via inafricara.
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